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Kirkintilloch BID thanks levy payers and local stakeholders who attended its meeting at Kirkintilloch Town Hall on 7 October 2026.
The meeting provided an opportunity for businesses to ask questions, share their views and discuss how the BID can strengthen its work on behalf of Kirkintilloch town centre.
Tony I'Anson, contract BID Manager for Milngavie and Linlithgow, chaired the meeting. Representatives from Kirkintilloch BID, East Dunbartonshire Council and Scotland's Improvement Districts also attended.
Discussion covered the BID's governance, communication, Business Plan, boundary and levy liability, the Big Weekend, parking, staffing and future projects. Attendees expressed a strong interest in the future of the town and identified shared priorities, including better communication, greater transparency and increased business involvement.
Linzi Harvey, contract BID Manager for Kirkintilloch BID, said:
"The meeting demonstrated how strongly local businesses care about Kirkintilloch and its future. We listened carefully to the points raised and recognise the importance of clear communication, accessible information and meaningful engagement with levy payers.
"There is a real opportunity to build on the ideas, experience and commitment within our business community. By working together, we can ensure that BID resources support positive and practical improvements for Kirkintilloch."
Tony I'Anson commented:
"After being asked to chair the open meeting for the Kirkintilloch BID levy payers, it was very clear there is a lot of passion from the businesses for their town. This can only bode well for the future. If Kirkintilloch BID can improve communications with the 270 businesses that pay into the BID, I believe a significant amount could be achieved in the short and long term.
"Milngavie has been a BID area for over 12 years, raising £788,000 from the businesses' BID levy, with a total contribution of £372,000 to date from East Dunbartonshire Council and an additional £457,000 in external grant funding to develop Milngavie. This total of more than £1.6 million has been invested for the benefit of existing businesses and the community, as well as new businesses choosing to locate in Milngavie.
"In a rapidly changing world, with many UK high street premises boarded up and abandoned, I would encourage the whole Kirkintilloch community to pull together and benefit from every funding opportunity available to keep improving the town and ensure it remains relevant."
Recruitment campaign for new Directors
Kirkintilloch BID confirmed that it will launch an active recruitment campaign for new Directors. Its directors are unpaid volunteers who help shape priorities, oversee projects and guide how the BID supports the local business community.
The BID is seeking levy payers from a range of sectors and locations who can contribute different skills, perspectives and ideas. Previous Board experience is not required.
Linzi Harvey added:
"We want the Board to reflect the breadth of Kirkintilloch's business community. Becoming a director is a practical way for levy payers to influence future activity, contribute ideas and help make decisions about investment in the town.
"We welcome interest from people who are passionate about Kirkintilloch and willing to work constructively with other businesses and local partners."
Future activity discussed at the meeting included the heritage trail and shop front improvement scheme. Local representatives also spoke positively about Kirkintilloch's strengths and the opportunity to use available resources for the benefit of the town.
Following the meeting, Kirkintilloch BID will publish the questions and answers on its website, review how it communicates with levy payers and continue encouraging businesses to participate in the Board and future BID activity.  The BID company accounts are being finalised and will be available in full on Companies House upon completion.  
Levy payers interested in becoming a director should contact Kirkintilloch BID directly via info@kirkintilloch.org
ENDS
Notes to editors
· Kirkintilloch BID's meeting with levy payers was held at Kirkintilloch Town Hall on 7 October 2026.
· Kirkintilloch BID Directors serve on a voluntary, unpaid basis.
· The meeting was attended by BID Directors and staff, levy payers, local stakeholders and representatives from East Dunbartonshire Council and Scotland's Improvement Districts.
· The full questions and answers from the meeting will be published on the Kirkintilloch BID website.
· Tony I'Anson is the contract BID Manager for Milngavie and Linlithgow.

